Contest a page-turner for kids

MTA and Red Sox team up to encourage summer reading

By Bob Dty

b 30H) siwdents and S0
teachers and their guests
who won this year’s MTA

Red Sox Reading Game enjoved an
exciting Sox viclory al Fenway
Park in September, during the heat
of the pennant race

“Programs that encourage
literacy, such as the Red Sox
Reading Game, are critically
important,” MTA Vice President
Anne Wass smd during a receplion
before the teams took the field. “It
doesn™t get much beiter than
having Red Sox All-5tar catcher
Jason Varitek encouraging kids to
read their way to Fenway,”

Crhver the summer, Varitek
teamed up with Verizon and the
M LA W encourage students to read
a record 400,000 books

The contest, now in its fifib
vear, is open to all K-8 students in
the state. Children who pledged 1o
read nine books, one for ¢ach
position on the baseball field, were
entered into a drawing to win free
tickets to the game on Sept. 12.

As part of the contest, the MTA

also distributed 25,000 posters and

half a million bookmarks and entry

forms 1o MTA K-8 schools across
the state.

This vear’s posters and
bookmarks feature Varnitck reading
A Mrong Right Arm by Michelle
Cireene. A Strong Right Arm 15 the
real-life story Mamie “Peanut™
lohnson, one of the few women to
cver pitch professional baseball on
4 mdn s team.

The 300 winners each got a
pair of tickets to “Literacy Theme
Might at Fenway ™ and a 520 gifi
certificate 1o Borders.

Five grand prize winners
received 5100 gift certificates,
attended the pre-game reception,
were given a behind-the-scenes
tour of Fenway and participated in
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MTA Vice President Anne Wass, left in back row, and Verizion Region President Donna Cupelo look on as tha
grand prize winners in this year's MTA Red Sox Reading Game show off baseballs signed by literacy spokes-
man Jason Varitek, The winners, from left to right, are Gregory lackson of Brockton, Jessica Volent of
Worcester, Nick O'Brien of Salem, Andrew Murray of Fall River and Alex Moncreaff of Quincy.

The MTA Red Sox Reading Game has been
‘a grand slam for literacy in Massachusetts,’
says MTA President Catherine A. Boudreau.

winner Jessica Volent of Worcester,
"I can’t believe that | am actually a

a recognition ceremony on the
field.

In addition. the first 10,0000
students attending the gamde against
the Chicago White Sox received
Jason Varitek Literacy Champion
posters,

“1 am =0 exciled 1o be out here
on the field,” said grand prize

grand prize winner because 1 have
NEVET Won a contest in my ¢ntire
life. so this is very shocking.”

In addition 1o Jessica, the
grand prize winners were Gregory
Jackson of Brockton, Andrew
Murray of Fall River, Mick O°Brien

of Salem and Alex Moncreaff of
IZ__:I|_|i114.'_'_.'

*The Verzon Lileracy
Champion program and the
surmmer reading contest link 1wo
classic summer pastimes: baseball
and books, said MTA President
Catherine A. Boudreau. “It's been a
grand slam [or Iitercy mn
Massachusetis,

Verizon Beadz funds the
contest as part of s
1,'|,||:|I|_'||:|,'|'||;r|\|'|. ¢ national '*'“"”l"“il-'“

to promaote literacy and become
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Kids round bases for literacy

America’s literacy champion. The Verizon
Reads Literacy Champion program was
established in 1998 and has rased malhons
ofdollars for literacy programs nationwide.
“As a company focused on

commumications, Venzon believes that no
skill is more critical to the success of our
children than reading,” said Donna Cupelo,
Verizon s Massachusetts president, who
presented a S 100,000 check to the MTA

during the pre-game ceremony. W are
very pleased that role models like Jason
Vartek and the Red Sox are helping us bring
home the importance of literacy across
Massachusetts.”

In addition to the funding from the MTA
and the Venzon Foundation, the contest
receives contnbubions from The Bosion
Crlobe, Staples, the Saturn/UAW Union
Partnership, Borders, Scholastic and WEEI
Sports Radio.

MTA Executive Board member Timothy
Sullivan and prizeé winner Gregory lackson.




